Trigonometry Decision Making

Solve AABC by finding all the missing values.
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Where do we start? What decisions need to be made? How do we pick a relevant tool? How do we
pick an efficient tool?

Wouldn't it be nice if we could create a chart, using just yes/no questions that would tell us what to

do?
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Ex/ Find the missing value:
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Trigonometry Decision Making

Do we have two triangles with the same angles

l

YES!I NO

Similar Triangles l

Does the triangle have a right angle?

YES!I NO
Is the problem Does the problem
just about sides? involve angles?
a’+b®=c? SOHCAHTOA
v

Do we know a pair of values for an

YESII / angle and side across from each other?

a b

SinA _ Sin B l

NO

Do we have 2 sides and
the angle between them

a® = b? + ¢? — 2bcCosA

Do we have all 3 sides?
b? + ¢? — a?

CosA =
o3 2bc




