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Factoring
Putting it all together
When we are asked to factor an expression, we can approach the 
problem by looking for several key ideas.

Perfect Square
(3 terms)

Difference of squares
(2 terms)

DECOMPOSITION
(3 terms)

Is there a common factor? (GCF)

Yes

Common Factor, then check for other options

No

Is there another technique that can be used?

Other options

Not Factorable ­ stop you are done.
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Factor the following completely:
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Factor the following completely:
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Factor the following completely:
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Factor the following completely:
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